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Legacy of an Indian Teen-Vikram Cade Manuel’s Infinite Love

Love Travels 4,323 Miles for a
Journey of Rebirth

Foreigners who have settled in Taiwan have been contributing to this land in various, loving ways. An Indian teen-
Vikram Cade Manuel has long rested here in Taiwan as his second home, crossing the cultural barriers, Cade passed

his infinite love on this land through cornea donation.

Text | BE8%i& Translator | #%8% Photographer | $8i2%

In the postlude of the movie Fast & Furious 7, with
seeping grief the lyric sings "As long as we live in each
other’s heart, this is not a good-bye”. This is the best
portrayal of organ donation. Our family continues to live in

our hearts, with the most heavenly human aid, is when our

family’s organ continues to run life on another person. An
18 years old Indian teen-Vikram Cade Manuel has left us in
an accident. In grief, his family made a decision to conduct
organ donation for the end of one life a new start and carry

on love in infinity.
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Gentle Indian Boy Eased on Disease

In 2015, Cade’s Mother, Mrs. Marie Manuel, came to Taiwan
for her work as an English-teaching professional. His Father,
Mr. Errol Manuel, younger brother Seth and Cade came along
and started their new life in Taiwan. As the family is adapting
to the busy life in the IT hub of Hsinchu City, Cade has left us
in an unfortunate accident, leaving the family in distress. As
Marie describes, “Cade is a very thoughtful person. He had
wished for world peace as a kid!" She further illustrates Cade
as a "Gentle Giant” Though Cade was tall and big in build,
he had a soft and delicate heart. Yet, luck had not been with
him. Cade was diagnosed with epilepsy at a young age.

At the age of 9, Cade was diagnosed with epilepsy. He
did not regard the sickness a dreadful, pitiful disease. He
requested his family not to reveal his condition in public
and wished to be treated just like everyone else. One day
at school, Cade went missing for 20 minutes and was
found lying unconscious at the construction site behind
the restroom. Cade’s parents were afraid such frightening
incidents would happen again, they decided to start home-
schooling with Cade for his safety. “He was an excellent
student. We never had to worry about his academic
performance and taking care of himself in life. Epilepsy was
our deepest and only fear that worries us!

When Cade was 13 years old, his epilepsy became serious.
He needed more medicine in order to control the condition.
“He said at times it is as if his physical reaction had been set
on slow mode and could not catch up with the required
frequency. Marie and Errol did not want Cade to have any
regrets in life. They did not restrict Cade from doing whatever
he wanted. Instead, they encouraged Cade to try out various
sports and enjoy life. Even though Cade could not hold a
driver license because of the disease, he still experienced
driving under his family’s supervision, and even tried out
snorkeling in Green Island and paragliding over the East
Coast of Taiwan. “If we restrict him because of fear, both of

his body and mind will be imprisoned” Though Marie told

this with a gentle tone, it is an immense pressure having to
hold her worries of his health and safety within while wishing

Cade is not restricted by his illness.

Seize the Moments Freed from Self-limitation

2018, 1st December, Cade turned 18 years old and
is officially an adult. He had therefore proposed to be
independent. Cade asked of his parents, “Mom, Dad,
please allow me total freedom, even though there may be
accidents, it is my fate Eight months after his request to be
independent, his epilepsy has caused him to pass-out 3
times in succession while out. The first time his taekwondo
master came to the rescue, the other time he fell from the
bicycle on his way back and had 14 stitches fixed on his chin.
Heartbroken to see Cade hurt, Marie asked her son again,
"Are you sure this is really what you want?” Cade’s answer was
firm, “You've got to let go for me to be independent”

Cade was optimistic and never pitied himself for having
the disease. He was much involved in his academic studies
and had a kind heart in helping others out. Cade was quite
close with his late grandparents, and when stumbling across
the topic about death, he's attitude was calm and open-
minded. Having had several experiences being under critical
situations, this may be the reason why he was liberal about
death and seized every minute in life and opportunity for
learning different things like guitar and taekwondo. Marie
mentioned about her younger son, Seth, who was always
watching out for his elder brother,"He never took his eyesight
away from Cade in case anything goes wrong, always ready
to help,“Seth is like his brother's guardian angel!”

The two brothers were very close and would say ‘I love
you"to each other every single day. Like Cade had once
taught Seth how to ride the bicycle, “You need to keep
pedaling to keep it going. Marie later thought of this as how
Cade had faced life. No matter how difficult a situation the
disease had brought upon him, with courage, he kept on

going. Errol remembers what a warming heart Cade had over
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one Christmas. When they asked the then 6 years old Cade
what present he wanted, Errol joked that they couldn't afford
it. Despite how much this little boy wanted the toy, sweet
as he is, he immediately turned to a smaller toy without any
hassle. Cade’s love, courage and warmth was evident ever

since he was a little boy.

Family Fulfills the Wish as an Angel of Organ
Donation

Life was fulfilling yet days passed like skating over thin ice
till August, 2019. As usual, Cade went walking the dog in the
park nearby their house, he fell into the shallow swamp while
his epilepsy striked and was sent to the emergency room
in Mackay Hospital. Since he fell face-down, his respiratory
system sucked in the mud causing infection in the lungs.
Dr. Liu, Ting-Min (B3Z4ZEEEM ) explained that Cade was
responsive at the initial stage but the lung infection was too

severe even with attempts in pushing the limits.

It was hard and difficult to accept bad news after the
ups and downs of critical treatments. After the doctor’s
explanation, Errol and Marie understood it was time to truly
let go. Considering Cade’s nature as a kind-hearted person,
they decided and proposed to the hospital for signing-up
the organ donation agreement. The hospital immediately
coordinated across different departments for the procedures.
“If Cade’s organ can pass his love onto the next person and
complete another life, it is a continuation of his kindness and
generosity!” As Cade had gone through ECMO treatments
and infections, most of his viscera could not be donated.
With what he could, Dr. Liu, Ting-Min ( 8IZE$252FM )
consulted ophthalmology to evaluate Cade’s cornea and
thankfully was eligible for donation as it is what the family
wanted to do for Cade.

Since the accident occured, the emergency, critical
treatments to organ donation, it was a stressful and

prolonged passage. The family and the hospital were both

Social worker Ms. Li, Xin-Yu ( Z=tfgift TETi ) assisted with arranging counselling sessions and suggested professional children’s counsellors.
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very concerned for Seth. A brother he had grown up with
had left him alone to face life, challenges and darkness.
As Marie mentioned, “Cade and Seth were both home-
schooled, they are not just brothers, but also study mates and
companions. They did everything together.” Social worker
Ms. Li, Xin-Yu ( Z=KTH84t TAM ) assisted with arranging
counselling sessions and suggested professional children’s
counsellors. Now Seth goes for counselling sessions every

other week to help him through the grief.

An Unique Funeral and Memorial

Errol and Marie are grateful to everyone’s help hand in
the last journey of their beloved son - Cade. After the organ
donation procedure was completed, Errol and Marie wished
to follow Cade’s will in his final voyage. The hospital and their
family friends in Taiwan put their efforts together for the
numerous paperworks and procedures ahead. Although Errol
and Marie are both Catholic, they respected and followed
Cade’s beliefs in the after-death world as it is in the Greek and
Viking mythologies. With the help of nurses and friends, they
draped a white shroud over Cade and kept a golden coin in
his palm for him to take the ferry. They did not want to limit
Cade in the box with the coffin, and found a Japanese style
coffin with windows open over Cade’s face for him to gaze
into the sky and this world in his last journey. They wish the
recipients of Cade’s cornea will be able to continue looking
at the world with Cade’s eyes.

It was not an easy task to find Cade an appropriate coffin.

|

"188cm is really talll” Overcoming hurdles, their Taiwanese
friend found the right coffin and funeral service that would
accommodate the customized wishes and keep Taiwan
traditions flexible. On Cade’s funeral, he was surrounded with
his favorite models and snacks, the vinyl played his favourite
jazz, the elegant orchid and fragrance from essential oil
and candles lit over Marie's loving face. Errol filled Cade’s

coffin with paper-made dollars and gold, and a whole set of

electronic devices. In the memorial, Seth made a video for

Marie believes Cade was truly happy at that moment and that organ
donation was the right decision for Cade’s closing scene.

Cade, friends and family gathered in fond memories of Cade.
The poster said “‘Love you mostest beyond infinity” Marie says,
"It is only when someone’s name is no longer mentioned
that this person has truly left us! She hopes that Cade’s name
will be forever recalled through his love and organ donation.
This would mean his soul and spirit will last forever in this
world as a proof of the value in this life.

Marie describes the day of the accident, through the
surveillance camera of his last image, our beloved Cade left
the building with his headset, listening to his favorite music,
happily walking the dog to the park. She believes Cade was
truly happy at that moment and that organ donation was
the right decision for Cade’s closing scene. There were two
significant personnel that Marie brought up. One was the
nurse, Ms. Ji, Wen-Yu (#42E EEIAN ) who helped Cade
and the family along with her team during the last hours
I'm preparation for Cade’s leaving in grace and peace. Ms.
Ji'later also recorded this special moment in her life on her
personal social media. The other was the Indonesien helper.
She was the first person who discovered Cade had fallen into
the pond. Upon seeing Cade in the water, She immediately
helped with dragging him out and called the ambulance.
“Thanks to all noble hearts in this world who had helped

Cade. There are no regrets in his lifel” @
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Where there is love there is life.
— Mahatma Gandhi, 1869 ~ 1948 —
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